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That’s Math! DO MATH Activity 
Bathroom Bottles  

 
Go into the bathroom with your child and look at all the bottles and containers. Bring them down 
off the shelves if that makes it easier. 
 
Look at each bottle. Talk about how much is in it. Compare it to other bottles. If you can empty 
the contents of any of the bottles into a measuring cup and easily get them back into the container, 
you can do that, too. 
 
When you finish using something in your bathroom, consider keeping the bottle on the shelves for 
doing this activity again in the future. 
 
Here is a chart to help you get some ideas of things you can say and do: 
 
Bottles needed What you can do What you can say 

1 bottle Point out how full the bottle is. 

This bottle is full, you can see the amount of 
liquid in it. And this bottle is half full – I’ve 
used half of what it had and now there’s only 
half of it left. This other one is mostly full – 
we can say it is three-quarters full or use some 
other “fraction” like that. Fractions are math! 

2 or more 
bottles that are 

alike 

Pair up the bottles that are the 
same product. 

These bottles are the same. They hold the 
same amount of the same things. Notice this 
one is full and this one is almost empty. When 
this one is empty, we’ll open this one and 
start using it.  

1 bottle, almost 
empty 

Estimate how much longer it will 
take before the bottle is empty. 

I bought this about a month ago. It is now half 
full. So it will take about another month 
before it is empty. 

Many bottles Put the bottles in different groups 
– full, almost empty, half full, etc. 

Look at all these bottles – these are all half 
full. This group of bottles is about three-
quarters full. And these are almost empty. 
That’s math! 

2 or more 
bottles that are 
the same size 

Point out how the bottles are 
different shapes but hold the same 
amount. 

This bottle is round and this bottle is tall and 
thin, but they hold the same amount of liquid. 
The volume is equal, and hey, that’s math! 

Empty bottles 
Pour water or other products into 
an empty container to compare 
how much each will hold. 

Let’s see how much these bottles will hold. 
We can compare their volumes by pouring the 
liquid in this one into that one.  

2 bottles of the 
same product, 

one empty 

Pour half of the product into the 
empty container to show what 
half is. 

This bottle is the same as the empty one. Let’s 
look at how full it will get if we pour half into 
this empty one. 

 


